
Choosing the Right-Sized 
Furniture Worksheet  

Want a new dining table but not sure how long you can really go?  
Or maybe you’d like new light fixtures but you’re unsure about the right size? 

Use this worksheet to take the guesswork out of selecting the right scale furniture.

Choosing The Right Size Light Fixtures
Measure the width or diameter of your dining table. Personally, I like the diameter of my chandelier to be ½ or 2/3 
the width of the dining table. So if the table is 36”wide I go for an 18-24” wide chandelier. I also like to hang my 
chandelier about 30-36” above my table.

Choosing The Right Size Dining table
I like to leave 42-48” between the table and the walls. So to figure out the best table size, I simply measure 48” from 
the walls and then draw that in with blue tape or lay it out with craft paper. If you have a wall where you will place 
your furniture such as a buffet, then measure 36-42” from that piece of furniture.

How To Choose The Right Height For Your Pieces 
Use the architecture of your home as a guide. Look at the ceiling heights and the window height to help select the 
right scale. Look for pieces that are similar to your window height or no more than 6” above the windows unless 
they are a real showstopper. Visually, it looks best when your heights line up to your windows.

TIP: Use blue tape, craft paper, bed sheets or this really neat new invention of life size furniture templates to see 
how your furniture will all come together BEFORE you buy.  http://www.planaspace.com/

And most importantly, trust your intuition. If a piece you LOVE is too small or big, get it anyway. Be unafraid to ex-
press your own unique style and taste

Notes:


